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NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL OF 
INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION 
REPORT 

(PCX Rule 7 LI) 


Dateofmailiug 1 0 APR 200Z 
day/month/year 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


Ititematiorial Application No. International Filing Date Priority Date 
FCT/AUOl/01032 2 1 August 200 i 21 August 2000 


Applicant 

COCHLEAR LIMITED et al 



L The applicant is hereby notified that this international Preunirnary Bxamining Authority transmits herewith the 

international preliminary examination report and its annexes, if any, established on the international application. 



2, A copy of the report and its annexes, if any, is being transmitted to the International Bureau for cornrnunicatioo to all me 
elected Offices. 

3, Where required by any of the elected Offices, the International Bureau will prepare an English translation of the report 
(but not of any annexes) and will transmit such translations to those Offices. 



4. REMINDER 



The applicant must enter the national phase before each elected Office by performing certain acts (filing translations and 
paying national fees) within 30 months from the priority date (or later in some umces}(ArticIe 39(l)Xsee also the 
reminder sent by the International Bureau with Form PCT/IB/301). 

Where a txanslatiou of the international application must be furnished to an elected Office, mat translation must contain a 
translation of any annexes to the international preliminary examination report. It is the applicant's responsibility to 
prepare and furnish such translation directly to each elected OfEce concerned 

For farther details otx the applicable time limits and requirements of the elected Offices, see Volume II of the PCT 

Applicant's Guide 



Name and mailing address oi the WEA/AV 


Authorised officer 


AUSTRALIAN PATENT OFFICE 




PC BOX 200, WODEN ACT 2606, AUSTRALIA 




B-matt address: ttttl&it^ustralia. eov.au 


J. Law 


Facsimile No. (02) 6285 3929 




Telephone No. (02) 6283 2179 



INTERN. 




PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 
PCT 

TONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATIS 



REPORT 



(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 


Applicant's or agents file reference 
P 17847PC AU/PNF/MB 


FOR FURTHER See Notification of Transmittal of International Preliminary 
ACTION Examination Report (Form PCT/TPEA/4 1 6). 


International Application No. 
FCHVAU01/OI032 


International Filing Date (day/month/year) 
21 August 2001 


Priority Date (day/month/year) 
21 August 2000 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
Int. CL 7 H04R 25/00, A61F 1 1/04 



Applicant 

COCHLEAR LIMITED et al 



1 , This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36, 

2, This REPORT consists of a total of 3 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

r~~"i This report is also accompanied by ANN EXES, i,e., sheets of the description, claims aad/or utawuigs which have 

been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (i 

Rule 70, 16 and Section 607 of the Actamistrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheet(s). 



see 



3, This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



I 


[xj 


a 


□ 




□ 


IV 




V 




VI 


□ 


vn 


□ 


Vffl 





citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Date of submission of the demand 
13 March 2002 


Date of completion of the report 
2 April 2002 


Home and mailing address of the IPEA/AU 

AUSTRALIAN PATENT OFFICE 
PO BOX 200, WODEN ACT 2606, AUSTRALIA 
E-mail address: pct@ipaustralia,gov*au 
Facsimile No. (02)6285 3929 


Authorized Officer | 
X Law 

Telephone No. (02) 62S3 2179 



INTERNATIONAL P; 



RELIMI^^ EXAMINATION REPORT TnSrc^j^^i 



il application No, 

pcrr/Aiioi/01032 



L Basis of the report _____ 

L With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
* HID " ^ crplL " 9 »PR l !^*i™ originally ftled. 

: p^-nhe description, pages , as originally filed, " 

pages , filed with the demand, 
pages i received on with the letter of 
| | the claims, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , as amended {together with any statement) under Article 19, 
pages , filed with the demand, 
pages t received on with the letter pf 
j ~j the drawings, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 
pages f received on with the letter of 
j I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages , as originally filed 

pages , filed with the demand 

pages » received on with the letter of 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or famished to this Authority in the language in 
which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or famished to this Authority in the following language which is; 
[~j the language of a translation famished for the purposes of international search {under Rule 23, 1(b)). 

| j tfoe language of publication of the international application (under Rule 483(b)). 

[~| the language o f the trartsjation famished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 
and/or 553). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide andVor amino acid sequence disclosed in the intemational application, the international 
prehminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

| J contained in the international application in written form 

| | filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

j j famished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I | famished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form, 

j~| The statement that the subsequently famished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 

international application as filed has been furnished, 
| | The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 

been famished 

4. Q The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
j j the description, pages 
[~] the claims, Nos, 
j ) the drawings, sheets/fig. 

5. I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have beeu considered to 
go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)),** 



Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and ore not annexed to this report sine* they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. I 6 and 70. I 7), 

Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item I and annexed to this report 



LELIMIKARY EXAMINATION REPORT I Intern 

• m 



INTI2RNATIONAJL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT [ International application N*>. 

r/AU01/01032 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; citations 

and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 1-14 




YES 


Claims 




NO 


Claims 1-14 




YES 


Claims 




NO 


Claims 1-14 




YES 


Claims 




NO 



Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 
Claims 1-14 

The invention of ihc ulaluis is a iticthud foi neural stimulation. When factors indicative of a likely masking 
effect in a stimulus set are detected, the masked stimulus set is altered. 

No individual citation or obvious combination of citations disclose altering of stimuli when masking effects in 
stimuli arc detected. 

The closest art of: 

WO 96/12383 Ai 

shows the selection of a stimulus set in response to an acoustic signal such that a patients response to the 
stimulus set has a time domain response which is an approximation to the time domain response of a normal 
Tie^n^petiontc ~the acoi^tic signal. 



WO 95/01709 At and WO 93/24176 Al are further documents defining the general state of the art. 



#- 



TENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applics&tVdf agenfs file reference 
P 1 7847PC A07PNF/MB 


FOR FURTHER See Notification of Transmittal of International Preliminary 
ACTION Examination Report (Form PCT/tPEA/416), 


International Application No, 

PCT/AU01/O1032 


International Filing Date (day/monthfyear) 
21 August 2001 


Priority Date (day/month/year) 
21 August 2000 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
Int CL 7 H04R 25/00, A6I F 1 1/04 



Applicant 

COCH3LBAR LIMITED et al 



This intemauonal preliminary examination report has been prepared by this international Freumroary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicantaeeordin^to-Afticte 36. 

This REPORT consists of a total of 3 sheets, including this cover sheet, 

1 1 This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, ie., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 

been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see 

Rule 70 16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCI ). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets). 



3. This repoili^itains mdicajUom 
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[XJ 
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□ 


IB 


□ 


IV 




V 




VI 




VII 


□ 


VIII 


□ 



Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial appHcability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



son 



Date of submission of the demand 
13 March 2002 


Date of completion of the report 
2 April 2002 


Name and mailing address of the IFEA/AU 

AUSTRALIAN PATENT OFFICE 
PO BOX 200, WODEN ACT 2606, AUSTRALIA 
E-mail address; pct@ipaustrali&gov,au 
Facsimile No. (02) 6285 3929 


Authorized Officer 
J. Law 

Telephone No. (02) 6283 2179 



ENTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



Basts of the report 




International application Ho. 
fAUOi/01032 



With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
jx] the international application as originally filed 



the description, 


pages 




as originally filed, 




pages 


» 


filed with the demand, 




pages 




received on with the letter of 


the claims, 


pages 


* 


as originally filed, 




pages 




as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19, 




pages 




filed with the demand, 




pages 




received on with the letter of 


the drawings, 






as originally tiled, 




pages 




tiled with the demand, 




pages 


3 


ieccivxsd on witlj die letter of 



I J the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages * as originally filed 
pages * filed with the demand 

pggjg-gr— — received on " with theietter of 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in 
which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 
These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 
|~j the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23 .1(b))* 

j j the language of publication of the intemationai application (under Ruic 48.3(b)), 

j } fee language of the translation taished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 
* — and/or 553), 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliniinary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 
| | contained in the intemationai application in written form 
[""""] filed together with the mtemational application in computer readable fomx 

j j furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form 
Q rurnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

I I The statement that the subsequently rurnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 

international application as filed has been furnished, 
j | The statement that the ^formation recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished 

4. j | The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
|~] the description, pages 
| j the claims, Nos. 
[""""j the drawings, sheets/rig. 

j j This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to 
go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)),** 



Replacement sheets which have been furnished to ike receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in thts 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 1 6 and 70. J If 
Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item / and annexed to this report 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMKMy EXAMINATION REPORT 



Inte^j^ial application No. 
PCT/AU01/01032 



Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; citations 
and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) Claims 1-14 YES 



Claims NO 

Inventive step OS) Claims 1-14 YES 

Claims NO 

Industrial applicability (LA) Claims 1-14 YES 

Claims NO 

Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 
aiairas IA4 

-The invention of the^laims is a method for neural stimulation. When factors indicative of a likely masking 



effect in a stimulus set are detected the masked stimulus set is altered. 

No individual citation or obvious combination of citations disclose altering of stimuli when masking effects in 
stimuli are detected. 

The closest art of: 

WO 96712383 Al 

shows the selection of a stimulus set in response to an acoustic signal such that a patient's response to the 
stimulus set lias a time domain response which is an approximation to the time domain response of a normal 
IrearmgpersoH to the acoustic signal- 

WO 95/01709 Al and WO 93/24176 Al are further documents defining the general state of the art- 
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